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Letter - L15. City of Brawley Economic & Community
Development. Signatory - John R. Benson.

Response to Comment L15-1
The EIR/EIS is intended to identify all mitigation measures which should
be implemented in connection with the Proposed Project.

It is anticipated that mitigation measures to be implemented by farmers in
connection with the on-farm conservation program will be included in the
contracts between IID and participating farmers. The comment that these
on-farm costs should be included in calculating costs for purposes of
exercising any IID termination right or "off-ramp" is noted.

It is anticipated that the IID Board will evaluate the risks and costs of the
Project before committing to proceed and that farmers will evaluate the
advantages and disadvantages of the voluntary on-farm program before
deciding to participate.

Response to Comment L15-2
The EIR/EIS is intended to identify all mitigation measures which should
be implemented in connection with the Proposed Project.

It is anticipated that mitigation measures to be implemented by farmers in
connection with the on-farm conservation program will be included in the
contracts between IID and participating farmers. The comment that these
on-farm costs should be included in calculating costs for purposes of
exercising any IID termination right or "off-ramp" is noted.

It is anticipated that the IID Board will evaluate the risks and costs of the
Project before committing to proceed and that farmers will evaluate the
advantages and disadvantages of the voluntary on-farm program before
deciding to participate.

Response to Comment L15-3
Comment noted.
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Response to Comment L15-4
Reclamation will have to comply with the ESA, NEPA, and the Clean Air
Act. If IID is unable to obtain permits because of inability to comply with
these statutes, then Reclamation will also not be able to cut IID's
entitlement. IID has established that it is meeting or exceeding
efficiencies of other irrigation districts in the west.
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